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Available Monday 31st October to Friday 25th November 2022. 

 
To celebrate the 100th anniversary of the birth of Brazilian 
educator and philosopher Paulo Freire, Undiscovered 
Country in partnership with AlterEgo Creative Solutions, are 
launching an international, inclusive, collaborative ‘Peace 
Education’ research programme addressing the impact of 
theatre to contribute to positive change in society. 
Our first collaboration will be ‘The Fire in Cambridge’ – an 
applied theatre re-enactment and reflection on the explosive 
1965 clash between James Baldwin and William F. Buckley 
Jr. at Cambridge University. 

 
 

 
Target audience :- 

 KS 4 & 5 

 Higher Education 

 Community Groups 
 

“Education does not change the world.  Education changes people.  People change the world.“ 
– Paulo Freire, The Pedagogy of the Oppressed 

 
 

In 1965 James Baldwin and William F. Buckley Jr. were invited to debate at The Cambridge 
University Union. 

 
The result was a provocative and profoundly pertinent confrontation between one of the 

most powerful figures within the American civil rights movement, and a man who is often 
considered the father of 20th Century American conservatism. 

 
 
This innovative ‘Theatre as Research’ project will examine the ground-breaking debate around racism, 
diversity, oppression and inclusion – a debate that was a pivotal moment in history and a debate that is 
hugely relevant in today’s global society. 
 
‘The Fire in Cambridge’, written and produced by Craig Green and Roy Leighton, will weave together a 
verbatim* re-enactment of the debate with ‘Theatre of the Oppressed’ methodologies, to examine, explore 
and inspire enquiry and conversation.  It aims to address the issues of direct, institutional and cultural 
violence and oppression in society in all their forms. 
 
Using digital technologies audiences will be invited to share their thoughts prior to, during and after the 
performance, and examine the question ‘where can we go from here?’ 
The project is currently undergoing an intensive research, ethics review, consultancy, strategic partnership 
and development period and will be available to tour in 2022. 
  

 

https://www.freire.org/paulo-freire/


 

After the performance the audience will – 

 Have clearer strategies for engaging in ‘positive peace’ practices in their own lives and 
communities 

 Have a greater understanding of diversity and oppression beyond culture and race 

 Have a greater understanding of the skills of oracy, dialogue and debate as the means 
to engage, inform and inspire 

 Have given voice and born witness to their own experiences of exclusion, difference and violence 
through the use of digital technologies and forum theatre techniques 

 Challenge fixed mindsets 

 Experience the relevance of community to support social change 

 Understand the power that young people can have to become agents of change in their individual 
and community lives 

 Understand the competences needed for sustainable change (linked to the UN 17 sustainable 
development goals) 

 Develop an understanding of personal responsibility in the process of change in society (what 
Friere regarded as ‘Praxis’) 

 Develop an understanding of the importance of ‘humanitarian education’ 
 
 
 
Costs for 2020 

 1 day (up to two shows) £1,160+VAT 
 
 
 
We can perform the play for intimate audiences or to entire year groups at a time.  All we need is a 
performance space roughly 4m x 4m and somewhere to plug in our sound system.  The cast do not use 
mics so performance venues must be suitable for unamplified voices.  The cast aim to arrive one hour 
before the show start time to set up and take about 30 minutes to pack down. 
 
 
 

*Some terminology from the original debate will be changed in this re-enactment as it is no longer 
acceptable or appropriate to use. 
 
 
 
If you would like to find out more please email alteregocreativesolutions@gmail.com, call 01908 299 
432 or go to www.alteregocreativesolutions.co.uk 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 


